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ary belief,  and if he really comes as an inquirer
de nova; then assuredly he finds the passage on-
wards to the haven of clear reflective truth to be
one of amazing difficulty.    Shall he appeal to pro-
fessed theologians to help him?    Alas! theological
systems at once start up in still more fearful array
than philosophical systems had done before;   he
knows that there is a deep and  an awful truth
after which he is striving, but where is it ?  which
system is the right one?     On what principle can
he mediate between the claims of so many great,
earnest, devout minds, whose systematic views so
vastly differ?    Shall he, then, on the other hand,
throw all human systems aside, and appeal only to
the documents to which they appeal, namely, to
those which, by the universal consent of the Chris-
tian world, are denominated the Word  of  God?
Suppose him to do so, yet these divine documents,
we repeat, do not offer a logical system of philoso-
phical truth all ready adapted to the understanding.
In order to get one from them, they must be inter-
preted; and to interpret them, the most enlarged
aids and appliances are absolutely necessary.    To
gain such a complete, connected, logical system of
truth from them, altogether irrespective of human
tradition, is an undertaking tremendously arduous,
not to say impossible; and even if this were accom-
plished, there is the distinct historical factbeforeour
face, that minds the most acute, the most honest, the
most devout, have done so before us, have used the
data with all integrity, and have ended in the con-